
 
 

2025 will be a decisive year for Iran’s nuclear program 

By Danny Citrinowicz   / Nov. 20, 2024 

Since the United States’ withdrawal from the multilateral nuclear agreement known as the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in 2018, Iran’s nuclear program has progressed almost 

unimpeded. Although Tehran is careful not to cross the line of military-grade enrichment (90 

percent), the program has progressed without interruption. While Iran is suffering from 

sanctions imposed on it following the US withdrawal, it hasn’t paid an additional price for its 

flagrant violation of the JCPOA. However, after a long period of stagnation that accompanied 

the international community vis-à-vis Tehran’s nuclear program, it seems that there is a new 

diplomatic movement regarding this issue. 

Next year is going to be decisive for the Iranian nuclear program for a variety of reasons, some 

of which are related to the JCPOA and some of which are associated with tensions in Iran and 

even regionally and internationally as a direct result of the campaign between Israel and 

members of the Axis of Resistance (specifically Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis, and the Shia 

militias in Iraq) that began on October 7, 2023. These events and developments will bring the 

Iranian nuclear program to a strategic junction in the coming year, affecting not only the nuclear 

file but also the Islamic Republic’s broad security strategy and its relations with the 

international community and the region. Iran will be forced to make a historic decision. 

Since Tehran departed from the JCPOA limit of 3.67 percent uranium enrichment, Iran has 

learned to develop advanced centrifuges and enrich at 60 percent. In addition, Iran has expanded 

its enrichment facilities in Natanz and Fordow, is preparing for the operation of another 

enrichment facility near Natanz, and is continuing to return significant amounts of enriched 

material to the stockpiles at various levels. Despite this, Iran continues its relationship with the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)—but it still needs to implement the action plan 

established with the agency. 
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