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Israel races to supply anti-missile shield
Intense war demands have left IDF relying on US to fill gaps in air defences
John Paul Rathbone / Oct. 15, 2024

Israel faces a looming shortage of interceptor missiles as it shores up air defences to protect the
country from attacks by Iran and its proxies, according to industry executives, former military
officials and analysts. The US is racing to help close gaps in Israel’s protective shield,
announcing on Sunday the deployment of a Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense (Thaad)
antimissile battery, ahead of an expected retaliatory strike from Israel on Iran that risks further
regional escalation.

[...]

“We are not seeing Hizbollah’s full capability yet. It has only been firing at around a tenth of
its estimated prewar launching capacity, a few hundred rockets a day instead of as many as
2,000,” said Assaf Orion, a former Israeli brigadier general and head of strategy at the Israel
Defense Forces.

“Some of that gap is a choice by Hizbollah not to go full out, and some of it is due to degradation
by the IDF . .. But Hizbollah has enough left to mount a strong operation,” Orion added. “Haifa
and northern Israel are still on the receiving end of rocket and drone attacks almost every day.”
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