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Israel and the Coming Long War
To Defeat Iran’s Resistance Axis, the IDF Needs a New Strategy—and a Unified Country
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In the weeks since late July, when Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran and
Hezbollah senior commander Fuad Shukr was killed in Beirut, there has been much speculation
about the eruption of a wider conflict in the Middle East. According to this view, if Iran and
Hezbollah choose to retaliate through major direct attacks on Israel, they could transform
Israel’s current campaign in Gaza into a regional war. In this scenario, Israeli forces would then
be engaged in high-intensity fighting on multiple fronts against multiple armed groups, terrorist
militias, and a nuclear-threshold state's military equipped with a huge arsenal of long-range
missiles and drones.

In some ways, this wider regional war is already at hand. From the outset, “the Gaza war” was
a misnomer. Ever since Hamas’s heinous October 7 attack nearly one year ago, Israel has faced
not one but numerous antagonists, in what has already become one of the longest wars since
Israel’s founding. The day after Hamas’s assault from Gaza, Hezbollah began attacking Israel
from Lebanon, declaring that it would continue its attacks as long as the fighting in Gaza
continued. Shortly thereafter, the Houthis in Yemen also joined in, launching continual attacks
on international shipping in the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea and launching missiles and drones
at Israel, including one that exploded in central Tel Aviv.
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