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'A War in Lebanon Won't Be a Duel With Hezbollah; Israel Will Face Iran's
Entire Axis of Resistance’

Jun 26, 2024

The key to avoiding full-scale war between Israel and Hezbollah is ending the conflict
in southern Israel with Hamas, asserts Yoram Schweitzer, an expert on the Palestinian
and Lebanese terror groups, on the Haaretz Podcast.

Schweitzer tells host Allison Kaplan Sommer that it is in Israel's power to "extricate
itself" from what is already an ongoing two-front war. He blames the "illusion of a total
victory" promoted by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Gaza for dragging on the
war for months, what he calls a "misguided policy" that has also led to the war of
attrition between Lebanon and Israel.

"I think it's in our hands to determine the future in the north” when it comes to
preventing a slide into a larger war, Schweitzer says. "I think Israel has a great and
significant role to play in calming down the situation.”

A former strategist in negotiating for Israeli soldiers missing in action, Schweitzer
believes that a deal must be made with Hamas exchanging hostages for Palestinian
prisoners and ending the war. Afterward, Israel should work to "redesign our
preparedness and our military readiness both in the south and in the north and prepare
for a potential future war with Hezbollah, if needed" — unless a comprehensive regional
political settlement can be reached.

For full article:
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