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Jordan thwarts Iranian plan to smuggle weapons into kingdom

The arms were intended for the local branch of the Muslim Brotherhood to carry out
sabotage and destabilize the Hashemite regime.

Joshua Marks / May 15, 20224

Amman thwarted a suspected Iranian-led plot to smuggle weapons into Jordan to carry
out acts of sabotage and undermine the ruling Hashemite dynasty, Reuters reported on
Wednesday, citing two sources familiar with the matter.

[.]

“The revelation of an Iranian-led plot to smuggle weapons to Islamist groups in Jordan
is deeply concerning but not entirely surprising,” Dr. Ofir Winter, a senior researcher
at the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) at Tel Aviv University, told
JNS.

“King Abdullah II has long been aware of the sectarian tensions in the Middle East and
has previously warned about Iran’s aggressive actions,” Winter continued, noting
Abdullah’s comments dating as far back as 2004 that Tehran was attempting to establish
a hegemonic “Shia Crescent,” exerting its influence via terrorist proxies in Iraq, Syria,
Lebanon and Yemen.

Despite its small Shia population of just 2% of the population, the kingdom is
vulnerable to Iranian influence as Tehran and its regional proxies “are leveraging Sunni
Islamist groups like the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas to gain influence,” he said.

For full article:
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