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Appendix 1:  
Examples of Security Guarantees in Select  

US Defense Treaties

NATO
Article 5: The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them 
in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against them all and 
consequently they agree that, if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, 
in exercise of the right of individual or collective self-defence recognized by 
Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties 
so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert with the other 
Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force, 
to restore and maintain the security of the North Atlantic area.

JAPAN
Recognizing that they have the inherent right of individual or collective 
self-defense as affirmed in the Charter of the United Nation. Each Party 
recognizes that an armed attack against either Party in the territories under 
the administration of Japan would be dangerous to its own peace and safety 
and declares that it would act to meet the common danger in accordance 
with its constitutional provisions and processes. Any such armed attack and 
all measures taken as a result thereof shall be immediately reported to the 
Security Council of the United Nations in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 51 of the Charter.

Such measures shall be terminated when the Security Council has taken the 
measures necessary to restore and maintain international peace and security.

This Treaty does not affect and shall not be interpreted as affecting in any 
way the rights and obligations of the Parties under the Charter of the United 
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Nations or the responsibility of the United Nations for the maintenance of 
international peace and security.

SOUTH KOREA
Desiring to declare publicly and formally their common determination to 
defend themselves against external armed attack so that no potential aggressor 
could be under the illusion that either of them stands alone in the Pacific area.

The Parties will consult together whenever, in the opinion of either of them, 
the political independence or security of either of the Parties is threatened by 
external armed attack. Separately and jointly, by self-help and mutual aid, the 
Parties will maintain and develop appropriate means to deter armed attack 
and will take suitable measures in consultation and agreement to implement 
this Treaty and to further its purposes. 

Each Party recognizes that an armed attack in the Pacific area on either of 
the Parties in territories now under their respective administrative control, 
or hereafter recognized by one of the Parties as lawfully brought under the 
administrative control of the other, would be dangerous to its own peace 
and safety and declares that it would act to meet the common danger in 
accordance with its constitutional processes.

ANZUS (AUSTRALIA – NEW ZEALAND( 
Desiring to declare publicly and formally their sense of unity, so that no 
potential aggressor could be under the illusion that any of them stand alone 
in the Pacific Area, and

In order more effectively to achieve the objective of this Treaty the Parties 
separately and jointly by means of continuous and effective self-help and 
mutual aid will maintain and develop their individual and collective capacity 
to resist armed attack.
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The Parties will consult together whenever in the opinion of any of them 
the territorial integrity, political independence or security of any of the Parties 
is threatened in the Pacific.

Each Party recognizes that an armed attack in the Pacific Area on any of the 
Parties would be dangerous to its own peace and safety and declares that it 
would act to meet the common danger in accordance with its constitutional 
processes.

Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall 
be immediately reported to the Security Council of the United Nations. 
Such measures shall be terminated when the Security Council has taken the 
measures necessary to restore and maintain international peace and security.
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