
 

 

Israel-Egypt peace treaty has stood the test of time over 45 years: expert explains 

its significance  
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The peace agreement between Egypt and Israel, signed in 1979 to end hostilities and 

normalise relations between them, turns 45 on 26 March. The Conversation Africa 

asked Ofir Winter, a senior researcher at the Institute for National Security Studies, who 

studies Egyptian politics and the Arab-Israeli conflict, for his insights on the peace deal 

and the key challenging moments since it was signed. 

When and why did the peace treaty come into force? 

After five wars over three decades, Egypt and Israel signed a historic peace agreement 

in March 1979. It marked the first treaty of its kind between an Arab country and Israel. 

Since then, five more Arab countries – Jordan, the UAE, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan 

– have made peace with Israel. 

The peace deal, and its consequences, are viewed as having reshaped the history of the 

Arab-Israeli conflict for the better. 

Jerusalem and Cairo had various motivations to choose peace over conflict. Israel 

wanted to secure its southern border and neutralise the region’s largest and most 

powerful Arab country. 

… 

About the author: 

Ofir Winter is a Senior Researcher, Institute for National Security Studies, Tel Aviv 

University  

 

For full article: 
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