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Egypt to keep the country as some sort 
of partner. First, allay Egypt’s fear that 
Israel is trying to push a large number 
of Gazans into Egyptian territory. Sec-
ond, carefully coordinate any activity 
in the Philadelphi Corridor with Egypt 
and don’t act unilaterally there. Third, 
make sure Egypt has a place at the table 
discussing what will happen to Gaza af-
ter the war. Fourth, promote the idea 
that the northern Sinai Peninsula can 
be a base for the reconstruction of Gaza, 
which would have the side effect of giving 
jobs to people in the region and keeping 
them from joining ISIS forces that oper-
ate there. Fifth, generally promote great-
er development in northern Sinai, along 
with international partners. And sixth, 
help improve Egypt’s stature and reputa-
tion in Washington.

Dr. Lerman’s view clearly is that a war 
of words (or silence) with Egypt is only to 
the detriment of Israel.

How has the relationship 
between Israel and Egypt 
been since October 7?

Since the October 7 attack, 
relations between Israel and Egypt have be-
come tense, and the so-called “cold peace” 
has further cooled both on the governmen-
tal and civilian levels. Egypt officially re-
frained from condemning Hamas’ October 
7 attack, and they adopted a critical and 
one-sided stance towards Israel. This was 
evident in anti-Israeli demonstrations in 
Cairo—approved by authorities—critical 
statements from the Egyptian leadership 
and parliament members, and a civilian 
boycott in Egypt against international com-
panies connected to Israel. Al-Azhar insti-
tution in Egypt, claiming to represent mod-
erate Islam, praised Hamas actions.

The war has also impacted the frag-
ile normalization efforts between the two 
sides: Direct flights between the countries 
stopped, Israeli tourism to Egypt nearly 
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To understand 
more about this 
subject, we 
interviewed an 
expert on Egypt  
and Egyptian 
politics at INSS.

Trucks waiting to cross into Gaza from Egypt
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