
 

Israel wants UNRWA out of Gaza 

“UNRWA was born in sin and exists in sin, therefore, it should be dismantled. Hamas 

uses UNRWA to promote its goals.” 
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Israel’s Foreign Ministry has put together a classified report calling for the removal of 

UNRWA from the Gaza Strip in the long-term, noting that the UN relief agency works 

against Israel’s interests. 

The report’s recommendations set out a three-stage process for shrinking and eventually 

eliminating UNRWA, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees, from the Strip: 1) Prepare a case detailing UNRWA’s cooperation with 

Hamas; 2) Reduce UNRWA’s field of activity and find replacement service providers; 

and 3) Transfer UNRWA’s responsibilities to another entity. 

Channel 12, which revealed the existence of the secret report on Thursday, noted that 

Israel wants to move slowly, recognizing that the US sees UNRWA as a positive player 

in humanitarian efforts in the Strip. The ministry hopes to gradually build the case for 

ousting the organization, linking that goal to discussions on “the day after” Hamas. 

Kobi Michael, a senior researcher at Tel Aviv’s Institute for National Security 

Studies (INSS), supports dislodging UNRWA, telling JNS that “UNRWA was born in 

sin and exists in sin, therefore, it should be dismantled. 

“It was established because of pressure by the Arab world as a platform to leverage the 

interests of Arab leaders against the State of Israel using the Palestinian [refugee] 

issue,” Michael said. 
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For full article: 

https://www.israeltoday.co.il/read/israel-wants-unrwa-out-of-gaza/ 
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