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Islamist antisemitism is flying under the Jewish communal radar

New report details how Muslim hate groups have rebranded themselves as intersectional
allies to Jewish left-wingers.

Jonathan S. Tobin

(May 5, 2023 / JNS) When far-right extremists attacked synagogues in Pittsburgh in 2018
and Poway, Calif., in 2019 with deadly results, these incidents generated the kind of fear
among American Jews that had not been felt in living memory. Communities were
galvanized into action to better protect Jewish institutions. More than that, these acts of
domestic terrorism served to create a sense of genuine alarm about Jewish security in the
United States that was felt even among people who rarely, if ever, walked into a house of
worship.
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That’s a huge mistake and, as a new report about Islamist antisemitism in the United State
recently published by Tel Aviv University’s Institute for National Security Studies
(INSS) details, Jews need to understand that they’ve been largely ignoring a major source
of Jew-hatred. Compiled by scholar Yehudit Barsky, a veteran researcher about the
subject, and Ehud Rosen, it paints an alarming picture of more than just the extent of the
antisemitism of Muslim groups. It also discusses the way such groups are being effectively
mainstreamed because of the popularity of intersectionality, that fashionable woke belief
that all oppressed groups are connected.

Thanks to the acceptance of critical race theory ideology, American liberals who rightly
worry that contradicting any idea connected to the Black Lives Matter movement will lead
to false accusations of racism are increasingly willing to believe that Muslims dedicated to
Israel’s destruction are morally equivalent to the cause of promoting civil rights in the
United States. Under the influence of toxic myths like “white privilege,” Islamists can claim
to be fellow “people of color” and therefore members of a victim class, while Jews and
Israel are dishonestly labeled as oppressors.
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