EEJERUSALEM POST

Another day, another murder in the Arab sector - analysis

Israeli-Arabs are met with a prevalent sense of fear that has gripped their community; a
feeling of a lack of personal security.

By Herb Keinon / May 23, 2023

On Tuesday, May 23 — the 143rd day of the year — Musa Abu Musa, an Arab resident of
Lod, was shot and killed in the early hours in Ramle. Musa became the 81st Arab-Israeli
homicide victim this year — that’s one murder in the Arab sector every day and a half.

And that only tells part of the story. Also on Tuesday, another man was shot and critically
wounded in the northern Arab town of Ar’ara. Those murdered make headlines, those
“only” wounded — even critically wounded — less so.The result is a prevalent sense of fear
that has gripped the Israeli-Arab community; a feeling of a lack of personal security; a
feeling that the state just doesn’t care about their basic needs, because there is no need
more basic than personal security.

[.]

Ephraim Lavie, Mohammed Wattad, and Meir Elran of the Institute for National
Security Studies, (INSS) wrote earlier this week that part of the problem is that the current
government is not prioritizing the problem.

“If the government does not take immediate action to deal effectively with this severe
challenge, which poses a threat to domestic security, the situation is likely to get much
worse and could even deteriorate to unprecedented dimensions and threaten national
security,” they wrote.

Israel got a taste of how this could threaten national security during the rioting in the mixed
Arab-Jewish towns in May 2021 during Operation Guardian of the Walls, when armed
Arabs torched homes, synagogues, and even fired at police in Lod.

It was then that the issue of illegal weapons, which up until that point was widely seen as a
problem for the Arab sector alone, became a national issue.

According to the INSS researchers, the decision in 2021 by Mansour Abbas’ Ra’am party

(the United Arab list) to join the government provided the Israeli Arab public with hope
that this would be a major priority.
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