
 

Israel will suffer because a house divided will not stand - opinion 

Israel is convulsed by self-inflicted divisions that are wracking its society and economy, 

undermining its democracy and threatening its national security. 

By Chuck Freilich / March 26, 2023 

Three months ago, Israel’s economy was booming. Israel still faced severe threats from 

Iran and Hezbollah and there had been an increase in Palestinian terrorism but overall 

Israel was never more secure. Its ties with states around the world were expanding and 

hopes for near-term normalization with the Saudis and others abounded. Israel was a 

vibrant democracy and viewed its approaching 75th anniversary with optimism. 

Israel is now convulsed by self-inflicted divisions that are wracking its society and 

economy, undermining its democracy and threatening the pillars of its national security. 

Reservists from Israel’s most hallowed military units are in a state of near rebellion and 

what starts in the reserves will rapidly spill over into the regular army. Israel is on the 

verge of coming apart. 

With international attention focused to Ukraine and the US-Chinese global rivalry, Iran 

is making steady progress towards nuclear capability. In essence, it already is a nuclear 

threshold state, with sufficient fissile material for some five bombs and more soon. 

The only thing preventing Iran from weaponizing a nuclear warhead, the final hurdle 

to operational capability, is its ongoing fear of the international and Israeli response. 

With both the international community and Israel focused elsewhere, this fear has 

greatly diminished and a nuclear Iran is an increasingly real possibility. 
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