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An outline for Israel’s new national guard
It must be part of the Israeli National Police.

By Alon Levavi

(March 13, 2023 / JNS) As protests and political tensions in Israel reach large-scale
proportions, the Israel Police is, once again, back in the limelight, acting as the
country’s emergency room. The protests are just the latest challenge to the police’s
ability to juggle its multiple and unusual responsibilities—a challenge that must be
answered by the formation of an Israeli national guard.

Israel’s National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir and Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu are continuing steps begun by the last Israeli government to accomplish this
goal. A new national guard headquarters is up and running under the command of a
police lieutenant. According to reports, Ben-Gvir has been able to secure an NIS 4.5
billion addition to the National Security Ministry’s annual budget for the next two
years. The Israel Police’s annual budget in 2022 was NIS 14.4 billion.

This budget addition can help reverse the trend of police officers quitting their jobs due
to poor conditions, but the establishment of a national guard will also be essential to
taking some of the pressure off the Israel Police.

Much of that pressure stems from the simple fact that the Israel Police’s current
configuration is insufficient to meet the challenges it must take on. The entire police
force is made up of some 32,000 civilian police officers and 8,000 Border Police
officers. Some 5,000 officers are in headquarters and management positions.
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