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Several events converged to bring twenty-nine years of Syrian hege-
���������	
����������
���	����	���������������������������������������	�
withdrawal of the Syrian military from Lebanese soil, and of course the 
Second Lebanon War. The end of this Syrian hegemony also brought 
to a close what had been an era of domestic stability. Surrounded by 
�	�����������	���������������	�	����	�	������	������������������������-
ing, Lebanon is struggling to recover from the 2006 war and to stem 
further disintegration. The future status of Hizbollah, at least in the 
short term, and its political and military room for maneuver will be 
largely determined by the way in which Lebanon resolves the current 
crisis.
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Lebanon’s 
domestic 
political 

situation is 
worse than it 

has been in 
years, with 

the two major 
blocs counter-

balancing each 
other, each 

incapable of 
deciding the 

struggle.



Typical contemporary 
caricature, which 
appeared widely in 
Lebanese newspapers 
at the height of the 
crisis surrounding the 
selection of a president. 
The caricature 
presents “Lebanon’s 
alternatives” (r-l): 
“here – the presidential 
palace in Baabda,” 
“or here – a plane to 
Canada,” “or here 
– 1975” (al-Nahar, 
October 6, 2007).
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The campaign 
of July-August 

2006 was 
viewed as an 
expression of 

the Shiite drive 
to realize local 

and regional 
ascendancy.
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Lebanon is 
not only in 

the midst of a 
domestic crisis 

but is also in 
the eye of a 

regional storm.

Hizbollah’s 
freedom to 

maneuver is 
much more 

limited, 
not only 

geographically, 
but also 

politically and 
diplomatically.
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