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I am among those who believe that a political settlement is a good thing. Rafael (Raful) 
Eitan was once asked if he supported a peace settlement between Israel and Syria based on 
the principle of land for peace, and he said, “Certainly. If they give us more land, I will be 
happy to go toward them in peace. . . “
 A peace treaty is better than a situation without peace. It is certainly better than war, 
but one must determine what kind of peace is offered versus the alternatives. In fact, doesn’t 
the peace agreement on the Syrian agenda create a reality that is liable to lead to war more 
quickly than the absence of an agreement?
 One of the issues most commonly raised in Israeli public discourse is: is Basher Asad 
serious? is he interested? is he willing? This is followed by: is he capable? These are impor-
tant questions, but not the most important ones. The most important question is: what do 
we want? Answering this question requires a brief look at Israel’s interests in this situation 
compared with other alternatives. My conclusion differs from the common assumption that 
if Asad is serious we should initiate peace talks with Syria. 
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over a peace treaty similar to the one discussed seven years ago, and especially if there are 
chances that the negotiations might succeed.

Member of the INSS research staff, and 
former head of the National Security 
Council. �This article is based on his lec-
ture at the INSS conference “The Possibil-
ity of Renewing Negotiations with Syria” 
in January 2007.
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A stable reality, with or without a treaty, is maintained only when 
����������	�
�����
���
��
����������������������������
������������
not see how such a mechanism can be generated if Israel with-
draws from the Golan Heights.
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