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Dani Berkovich

UN Security Council resolution 1701 stipulates deployment of the Lebanese army in south-
ern Lebanon, disarming the region of any non-government-held weapons, and prevention 
of hostilities. It places the major burden of implementation on the shoulders of the Lebanese 
army, as the principal executive arm of the Lebanese government, a situation that implies po-
tential friction with Hizbollah. However, in terms of actual steps to disarm Hizbollah, there is 
a long way from theory to practice. The Lebanese government, led by Fouad Siniora, has no 
intention of acting against Hizbollah, since it is well aware that this will jeopardize the fragile 
domestic stability in the country. 
 Nevertheless, deploying the Lebanese army lays the foundation for trends that, if actual-
ized, will have a positive impact on Israel’s security, including instilling the concept of the 
Lebanese state and reinforcing its authority, sovereignty, and responsibility; and on the op-
posite side, gradual containment of Hizbollah as a military organization. This is a complex 
and arduous process that Israel should support and Hizbollah is bound to try to sabotage, 
and its success depends not only on the capabilities of the Lebanese army but also on the 
government’s determination to advance it. But in any case, the very launching of this process 
is one of the recent war’s achievements. 
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