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September 2007 marked seven years since the outbreak of the Pales-
tinian uprising in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. There is no end 
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eruption has continued in waves. Consequently, the key developments 
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and at best they can be illustrated in terms of an intermediate balance 
sheet. At the same time the bottom line of this balance sheet, which 
addresses the major aspects of a multifaceted, implication-laden con-
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worsening of conditions for laying the foundations of an Israeli-Pales-
tinian compromise based on political and territorial separation and 
the establishment of a viable Palestinian political-economic entity 
alongside the State of Israel. The Palestinian institutional system has 
disintegrated, the camp espousing compromise has lost its leading 
status, and the militant opposition has strengthened. For its part, Israel 
has recoiled from deeming reciprocity and coordination as necessary 
conditions for redeploying in the territories. Attempts to revive the 
political process to advance an Israeli-Palestinian settlement – as a 
goal unto itself and as a way to stabilize the Middle East by lowering 
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of upheaval, communication between the sides has been renewed 
of late with an increasing sense of urgency. But deteriorating circum-
stances, which are the direct background of current efforts to renew 
negotiations towards a settlement, threaten to rob these attempts of 
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�
the past seven years.
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Deteriorating 
circumstances 
threaten to 
rob current 
efforts to renew 
negotiations of 
any relevance 
to the reality 
as it evolved 
in the scene of 
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the past seven 
years.
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The violence 
did not die 

out; it merely 
changed form. 

Since 2005, the 
suicide attacks 

have been 
largely replaced 
by the ongoing 

mortar and 
�������
�

from the Gaza 
Strip.
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Israel did not 
disengage from 
Gaza nor did 
Gaza disengage 
from Israel.
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Without any 
calm in the 
intra-Palestinian 
������������
calm is possible 
�����
���������
with Israel.
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