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Focus on the Lebanese Scene
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Hizbollah currently 
markets itself 
mainly as a strategic 
deterrent against 
Israel.

Senior officials in 
Lebanon are now 
talking about Hizbollah 
being integrated in 
the Lebanese military 
doctrine.
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The organization itself 
would prefer to retain 
a sufficient degree 
of independence in 
order to prevent its 
total assimilation 
inside the army.
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Initial Discussions on 
Integration in the Army
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For Israel, Syria's 
departure from 
Lebanon would free 
Beirut from the chains 
of Damascus tutelage 
and would permit the 
deployment of the 
Lebanese army along 
the southern border, 
and as such, removal 
of Hizbollah.
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To Syria, worse 
than its departure 
from Lebanon is 
the possibility that 
Israeli influence 
may replace Syrian 
influence.
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The more that 
Israel is perceived 
in Lebanon as a 
threatening country, 
the more Hizbollah 
will continue to 
receive support.
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