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Recent years have seen a substantial change in US power projection capabil-
ity. For decades this capability was based on the use of aircraft carriers; now 
the US possesses the unique capability of executing an extensive, interconti-
nental attack without the need to operate from foreign territory. An American 
����������	
�����
����������������������������������
���������������������
������
of this capability. The next stage will be the ability to carry out such an opera-
tion within a shorter response time than is currently possible. 

Aircraft carriers and their escort ships have been a dominant component in 
almost every American military action since the end of the Second World War. 
To many observers, the aircraft carrier, perhaps more than anything else, has 
been a symbol of US military might. Even today, when voices are heard specu-
lating over a possible US military action against Iran, the natural tendency is 
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tions in the deployment and numbers of aircraft carriers are perceived as es-
sential data with regard to US preparedness for launching a military action. 
 However in recent years the US has been involved in an ongoing process 
that will change the current state of affairs. In fact, already today aircraft car-
rier deployment is not necessarily a key indicator of US operational prepared-
ness. Instead, a possible American military move against Iran is likely to rely 
on forces stationed in the US itself and on weapons whose locations would 
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the past, but they are gradually playing an increasingly central role in US com-
bat plans. At this stage advanced US power projection capability is still being 
developed; however, if all goes according to plan, within a decade – and per-
haps sooner – the US is expected to undergo a revolutionary change on this 
level.
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The Road to Global Strike
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B-2A stealth bomber 
during aerial refueling 
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launching cruise mis-
siles (artist's sketch)
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The advantage 
of Global Strike 

lies in the 
ability to carry 

out a wide 
scale operation 

without the 
need for 

numerous early 
preparations. 
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The goal is 
to develop 

weapons 
enabling a 

direct attack 
from US 

territory on 
any target at 
any point on 

earth, without 
needing to 

coordinate with 
other countries 

and within 
approximately 

one hour of 
receiving the 

order.
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