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In a series of speeches beginning June 2002, US president George 
Bush presented the expansion of democracy as a, if not the, key goal 
of American foreign policy.1 By March 2006, this was set out formally 
in the opening sentence of the National Security Strategy: “It is the 
policy of the United States to seek and support democratic move-
ments and institutions in every nation and culture, with the ultimate 
goal of ending tyranny in our world.”� This is not pure altruism. Sep-
tember 11 had ostensibly proved that “sixty years of Western nations 
excusing and accommodating the lack of freedom in the Middle East 
did nothing to make us safe – because in the long run stability cannot 
be purchased at the expense of liberty.”3 Thus, aggressively promoting 
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of our values and our national interests.”�
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spring” has withered. This article details this process, and explores the 
reasons for American policy diluting the democracy campaign and 
reverting to traditional pro-stability realism. Egypt, which the admin-
istration had hoped would lead the way, provides a quintessential ex-
ample.5 
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The United 
States has 
largely turned 
a blind eye 
to the ebb of 
democracy in 
the Middle East.
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While 
democracies 

might well be 
more peaceful 

toward 
each other, 

democratizing 
states per se are 

less so.
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Recent 
elections in 
other countries 
in the Middle 
East proved that 
the only viable 
alternative 
to existing 
autocracy 
is illiberal 
Islamism.
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The 
administration 

is at fault for 
not having 

thought 
through its 

forward 
strategy of 

freedom.

It should have 
been clear 

that given the 
abundance of 

vital interests in 
the Middle East, 

liberty cannot 
be purchased 

at the price 
of immediate 

stability.
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