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Straddling Escalation and Calm
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On February 8, 2007, Palestinian Authority president Mahmoud Ab-
bas and Khaled Mashal, head of the Hamas political bureau, signed 
an agreement in Mecca on the principles for a unity government; the 
new government was approved by the Palestinian parliament and 
sworn in by President Abbas on March 17. Even before formulating 
the joint coalition manifesto, however, the sides had agreed to stop 
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a unity government may help to expand the dialogue framework and 
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Palestinian team that will bear overall security responsibility.
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The risks that 
Israel faces fol-
lowing the es-
tablishment of 
the unity gov-
ernment are the 
same as those 
it would face in 
any event. 
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The possibility 
of improving 
the chances of 
consolidating 
the Israeli-
Palestinian 
����������	
���
be examined 
through securi-
ty coordination 
between Israel 
������
�������
Palestinian team 
that would in-
clude Hamas 
representatives.
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The Hamas 
leadership did 
not retreat from 
its principles 
entirely, but 
there has been 
a discernible 
change in them, 
at least in terms 
of declarations.
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