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opening of the defense export controls division that was established fol-
lowing the serious rift between Israel and the United States over defense 
exports to China.1����������������������������������������������������
Israel decided to adopt as part of compliance with the Wassenaar Ar-
rangement conditions for supervising arms sales in the world, including 
control of dual use products. This new path was paved after a lengthy 
process of repair of Israeli-US relations, in which understandings were 
reached on the procedures to be followed in Israel for enhancing con-
trol of defense exports.
 Like most countries that export arms, Israel faces the challenge 
of balancing moral and human issues inherent in the export of arms 
with the economic, technological, and political advantages offered by 
weapons exports. Similarly, Israel is faced with the dilemma of adhering 
to the accepted international rules and commitments regarding export 
controls while trying to realize the said advantages. 
� ������������������������������!!����������������"��#
���������������
export large volumes of defense products2 and the supervision and re-
strictions it must accept due to its own defense requirements and in ac-
cordance with the requirements of international frameworks in general, 
and those of the United States in particular.3��������������������$�������-
rael’s defense exports in the context of the controls until the outbreak of 
the crisis with the United States. The second portion of the article looks 
at the crisis surrounding the exports to China, the subsequent creation 
of the new division at the Ministry of Defense, and the implications of 
the new policy. Finally, the article offers a set of recommendations for 
Israel on how to consolidate its international activity while maintaining 
a correct balance between efforts to advance defense exports and con-
trol of this activity.
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1960s, when it began exporting surplus equipment – platforms 

and weapon systems – that the IDF no longer needed. This sur-

plus equipment was marketed to countries in Africa and Asia that 

showed interest in the equipment due to its quality and price. Nat-

urally and gradually, this was followed by the export of items and 

weapon systems developed and manufactured in Israel. In time 

this grew to exporting via bi-national and multinational compa-

nies, as is common practice in the modern era.

 Over the years, there were quite a few cases in which defense 

deals preceded the establishment of political-defense relations. For 

example, diplomatic relations with Sri Lanka followed exports of 

weapon systems.

 Israel directed its export efforts to a range of countries, includ-

ing states that were “ostracized” by the international community 

(Chile and South Africa); South American states suspected of drug 

dealing; African states connected to genocide (and even China, at 

least in the American version), states that were formerly hostile to-

wards Israel (Egypt and Jordan); “wavering” states in North Africa, 

and the Gulf emirates.

 Israel managed to establish connections with African states via 

supplies of arms needed by those states, for example, in exports 

to Uganda, Congo, Kenya, and Ethiopia. The military technology 

acted as an important key to relations with China, before the crisis 

with the United States erupted, and links with India, mainly when 

it was under a technological embargo (led by the United States) 

and was looking for a way to breach the technological obstacles 

that delayed its ambitious development processes. There were also 

the cases of Poland, which after the disintegration of the Warsaw 

Pact decided to realize its technological-industrial ambitions in or-

����������������������!����&
����"�����
���������������������
�'����

which was looking to develop its industry with the leverage of 

defense acquisitions, obtained courtesy of Israel.
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Israel’s ultimate compliance with the line of international re-
straints can eventually contribute to its freedom of action in the 
area of defense exports.
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