
Is al-Qaeda Closing In?
Yoram Schweitzer

Over the past year and especially in recent months, senior mem-
bers of the Israeli defense establishment have charged that there 
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towards Israel. For example, according to the head of IDF Intelli-
gence in comments made at the Knesset’s Defense and Foreign Af-
fairs Committee in January 2007, between dozens and hundreds 
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to the region by the order of Ayman Zawahiri, Bin Laden’s deputy, 
as part of the organization’s deployment in the states bordering 
Israel, namely, Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, and Syria.1 In March this 
year, there were reports of a new organization called Fatah al-
Islam, numbering several dozen members from Arab states and 
��	
�����	
��������������	��������������������	��������	���	�-
lent confrontations with the Lebanese army and was preparing for 
terrorist activity.2

 In the months after the disengagement from Gaza there were 
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cupied territories, particularly in the Gaza region,3 which appar-
ently indicated seeds of a consolidation between global and lo-
cal fundamentalism forces. These observations followed previous 
����	�
����	�������������������������������	���4 and by defense 
commentators with background in intelligence5 who claimed that 
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expected to attack Israel during 2006.6 All these warnings suggest 
that there is an immediate and growing threat to Israel’s security 
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��
thwart the organization.
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Al-Qaeda vs. Israel: From 
Ideological Grudge to Active 
Aggression
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The attack in 
Mombassa was 
intended to be 

Israel’s 9/11. 
Only due to 
a technical 
operational 
failure was 

the attack not 
engraved in the 

minds of the 
Israeli public 

or the world as 
proof that Israel 

is an al-Qaeda 
priority.
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The dire 
forecasts 
of Gaza's 
becoming 

an al-Qaeda 
center for 

operations that 
enjoys close 

collaboration 
with Palestinian 

Islamic 
organizations 

have not 
materialized 

thus far.
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