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In early March 2007, a high level Israeli delegation arrived in Wash-
ington in order to open negotiations about a new long term agree-
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agreement signed in 1998, next year will see the culmination of a ten 
year process that gradually reduced American annual assistance by 
20 percent, from 3 to 2.4 billion dollars, by eliminating all economic 
aid. The Israeli delegation requested to reverse this process, and to 
restore American aid back to its 1998 annual level for military pro-
curement, without reinstating economic aid. This is not necessarily a 
wise course. 
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The process 
initiated by 
Netanyahu 

inched Israel 
toward the goal 

of economic 
independence. 

Freezing the 
process, let 

alone reversing 
it, means 

forsaking this 
dream.
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