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Noam Ophir

During Operation Change of Direction in Lebanon, the Israel Air Force (IAF) recorded nu-
merous achievements against Hizbollah’s medium range and long range surface-to-surface 
rocket launchers. In contrast, the results against short range rocket launchers were disap-
pointing, particularly since the air force nearly maximized its ability to deal with targets of 
����� ���	
� ��� ��	� 
��	��	� ��� ���	�		
��	� �������
��� ������	�	���� ��� ����� 
�	
�� ��	� �����	�
solution to the short range rocket threat lies on the ground, not in the air.
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What Did the Air Force 
Achieve in Lebanon?
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