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Several developments in the region since 2003 have prompted major 
changes in Iran’s strategic posture. The events in Iraq represent the most 
important development, as the 2003 war effected a dramatic change 
in Iran’s most important neighbor. Iraq currently houses a large and 
threatening American force, sent there to overthrow a regime that at 
the time was perceived in the United States as developing weapons of 
mass destruction and heavily involved in terror. The American threat 
appears even more ominous when considering that at the end of 2001 
the US overthrew another Muslim regime, the Taliban in Afghanistan. 
The result of the military action in two neighbor states is that Iran is 
encircled by states connected to the US, some of which are still hous-
ing American forces. The signal to Iran was clear: if Iran did not cease 
developing weapons of mass destruction and promoting terror, it too 
could be subject to the threat of military action.
 The pressure on Iran is primarily focused on the question of its 
nuclear program. Since 2002 numerous details have surfaced that 
leave little doubt as to Iran’s drive to develop nuclear weapons. The 
result was heavy pressure, spearheaded by the United States and 
backed by European nations and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, to cease all activities that could lead to the development of 
nuclear weapons. Even Russia, a major supplier of nuclear technol-
ogy for Iran, has changed its stance. Once the Russians understood 
the Iranian regime’s drive to develop nuclear weapons, they criticized 
the regime publicly for its actions and agreed in principle to impose 
sanctions on Iran. This pressure led to the transfer of the issue to the 
UN Security Council, which decided in December 2006 to impose 
economic sanctions on Iran unless it complied with the demand to 
halt all suspicious nuclear activities.
 This article seeks to examine the changes in Iran’s strategic pos-
ture in light of the pressures exerted upon it and the implications of 
these changes.
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The Situation in Iraq
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The emerging 
picture is of 
an Iranian-led 
Shiite awaken-
ing across the 
Middle East, 
creating a Shiite 
axis from Iran 
through Iraq 
all the way to 
Lebanon.
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There is con-
cern over the 
possibility of 
Iran undermin-
ing govern-
ments in mod-
erate states and 
pressuring them 
to embrace the 
Iranian line.
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Despite their 
shared interest, 

it is doubtful 
whether the 

moderate Arab 
camp would 
agree to co-

operate with 
Israel regarding 

Iran.
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