
The Changing Nature of War:  
��������	
����
���

Giora Eiland

Since World War II – and for Israel, since the Yom Kippur War – the 
nature of war has changed gradually but continuously, evolving from 
conventional total wars among states to low intensity military con-
frontations between states and organizations. This observation en-
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is greater than the number of conventional total wars. Second, there 
are more wars between a state and organizations (terror organization, 
guerilla organization) than (symmetric) wars between states. This does 
not mean that the age of conventional wars is over, rather that the 
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Challenge 1: Asymmetric Wars in a 
Populated Arena
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Challenge 2: Civil-Military 
Relations
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In a 
conventional 
war the 
commander 
asks the 
operations 
�������where is 
the enemy. In 
an asymmetric 
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question asked 
is, who is the 
enemy. 
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Challenge 3: Organizational and 
Process Changes
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• Suitable deployment for the nature of 
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In order to 
succeed in a 
war one has 
to achieve 
legitimacy for 
the strategy 
(the act of 
embarking on 
a war) and the 
tactics (the 
way the war 
is conducted 
and the means 
used).
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