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On September 16, 2007, the government decided to authorize the 
minister of defense to establish a start-up team for a National Emer-
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approved an additional six positions over the current limit. Within 
ninety days the minister of defense is to submit to the government a 
proposal concerning the nature of the Authority, based on the recom-
mendations of the start-up team. The proposal will include the new 
authority’s structure, functions, jurisdiction, and required operating 
budget, as well as other matters concerning its activity.
 The decision to establish the start-up team followed the June 10 
government session, at which the deputy defense minister raised the 
idea of establishing a National Emergency Authority. This new entity 
was to constitute an overseeing body that would coordinate the ac-
tions of government ministries, local authorities, and other public 
organizations for preparing the home front’s operations prior to and 
during an emergency.1 
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The local 
authorities must 
be assigned full 
responsibility 
for the 
management of 
the challenges 
on the civilian 
front.
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If the start-
up team for 
the Authority 
succeeds in 
developing a 
smart model, 
there is a real 
chance for a 
quantum leap 
in managing the 
civilian home 
front.
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