
���������	��
���
��	��������
Treaty: An Interim Report

Ephraim Asculai

In the spring of 2006, the United States delegation to the Conference 
on Disarmament (CD) in Geneva presented a draft text of a mandate 
for an ad hoc committee to negotiate a treaty, a “Ban on the Pro-
duction of Fissile Material for Nuclear Weapons or Other Nuclear 
Explosive Devices.”1 With this proposed mandate, the US delegation 
presented a draft text proposal for the treaty. However, this is not a 
new topic for the CD, since the issue has been raised in the past. The 
following article presents a brief history of the Fissile Materials Cutoff 
Treaty (FMCT),2 a discussion of the US draft texts, the position of the 
proponents and opponents of the treaty, including Israel, the situation 
in the spring of 2007, and some outlook for the future.
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Israel never 
hid its disdain 
for an FMCT. 
Joining such a 
treaty would 
seriously harm 
its policy of 
opacity, which 
is one of the 
basic premises 
of its national 
security 
strategy.
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One cannot be 
very optimistic 
about the effect 
of an FMCT 
on the non-
proliferation 
issue.
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