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Some claim that Military Intelligence oversteps its bounds when it presumes to sound 
a warning. I believe that in Israel’s current security situation, Intelligence has no choice 
but to sound a warning. There is a particular need for Intelligence’s warning since there 
��������	
���	
�

���������	
���������
������	��
�����
������	��
������������	
������	���
failures turned into national traumas, including “the [Lavon] affair,” Operation Rotem, 
the Yom Kippur War, the Bus 300 affair, and the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin (a trauma for the GSS). Out of my fourteen predecessors, six heads of Military 
Intelligence ended their tenure prematurely.
 We have learned much about the role of the Intelligence Corps from committees 
of inquiry. When I assumed my position as head of Intelligence, I asked myself: what 
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committee of inquiry reports. After I had been in the job for about a month I went to 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and said: “I think these are my tasks.” The prime minister 
commented on my proposals, and they were agreed upon. 
 Intelligence has had its successes, as have the IDF’s operations against suicide 
terrorism and in many other areas. There have also been failures. If we do not (even 
unsuccessfully) relate to the national mission on sounding a warning entrusted to the 
Intelligence Corps, Israel will struggle to survive in the current balance of power in the 
Middle East. This is my conclusion from my experience of more than four years as head 
of the Intelligence Corps.
 My experience is based on various events, including the Iraq War of March-April 
2003; the second intifada; the Iranian nuclear issue; Syria under Basher Asad, Lebanon 
in the wake of the al-Hariri assassination and the withdrawal of the Syrian army from 
Lebanon; the emergence of two systems in the Arab world, which is a complex and 
problematic process – a radical Shiite axis led by Iran facing a Sunni axis, led princi-
pally by Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan that is trying to attract Israel toward it in order 
to generate a considerable counterweight to the radical Shiite axis; the civil war in Iraq; 
the civil war in the Palestinian Authority; and the civil war in Lebanon. Based on all 
these I would like to offer the following conclusions and lessons.

Director of the INSS Sari and Israel Roizman Program in Intelligence Studies, and former head of Military 
Intelligence. This article is based on his lecture at the INSS conference “Intelligence in the Yom Kippur 
War: Insights and Lessons for Today” in January 2007.
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The Role in Decision 
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Situation Assessments
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Insofar as it relates to combating global threats, Intelligence must 
be integrated in Israel’s international relations.
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With regard to the second Lebanon War, Intelligence was pre-
pared, presented a correct intelligence picture at the operational-
tactical level, and said what it did not know.
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