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On June 17, 2007, two days after Hamas took over the Gaza Strip, Abu 
Mazen appointed a commission of inquiry to investigate the failure of the 
Palestinian Authority (PA). The committee comprised political associates of 
Abu Mazen: Tayeb Abd al-Rahim, the secretary general of the president’s 
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the Palestinian security services.The committee functioned for approxi-
mately thirty days, though its report was only published in February 2008.
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The lack of a 
crystallized 
national 
concept on 
the essence of 
the PA and the 
absence of a 
clear policy for 
coping with 
the Islamic 
challenge led to 
the weakness of 
the PA leaders 
in their dealing 
with Hamas. 
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As a movement 
Fatah chose 
a passive 
stand and did 
not consider 
the clash 
with Hamas 
as a battle 
between two 
movements.
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“The lack of 
����������
in the 
establishment 
and a 
preference 
for the family 
connection at 
the expense 
of the 
organizational 
commitment 
and military 
discipline” led 
to a crisis of 
command.
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