Essay
No, Israel Isn't Falling Into China's Orbit

Much has been made about the Jewish state’s growing ties with China. But those ties are
loosening, and if a new cold war is in the offing, Jerusalem won’t be on Beijing’s side.

Assaf Orion / Sept. 6 2022

The headlines speak for themselves. Two years ago, a writer in Foreign Policy lamented
that the U.S. has tried and failed to “get Israel to break up with China.” A year later, it was
the editor of the Jerusalem Post who argued that Israel “has to choose” between
Washington and Beijing, while the Washington Post noted that Israel’s failure to do so was
“testing its relationship with the U.S.” Mosaic has been raising this question from the
beginning: a 2015 headline asked “Is China a Friend of Israel?” but by 2018 the definitive
answer was that “Israel’s embrace of China is sorely misguided,” and by 2020 this embrace
was an “impasse obstructing U.S.-Israel relations.” The concerns expressed in these and
scores of other articles are all too real: the People’s Republic of China is a serious challenge,
the U.S.-China rivalry is becoming more intense, and Washington is troubled by its allies’
entanglements with Beijing. But the issues are not quite so stark as we are often told.

This might seem an odd thing to say in 2022, when what were once the worries of a few
foreign-policy wonks and former diplomats have become a major part of the public
discourse. In the 30-odd months since | last wrote about this subject in Mosaic, the world
has been transformed. American economic and diplomatic competition with China has
become more overt and more intense in almost every sphere. At home, the Chinese
government has grown more assertive, tightening its grip on Hong Kong and subjecting the
Uyghurs of Xinjiang to myriad ordeals and cruelties.
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