EEJERUSALEM POST

Russia using Israel to distract world from Ukraine, analysts say

Moscow reportedly set to demand that UN Security Council condemn the alleged Israeli
strike on Damascus airport.
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Russia is attempting to draw attention away from its ongoing war in Ukraine by stirring
up a crisis with Israel on the international stage, Israeli analysts believe.

Moscow is set to put forth a proposal for a UN Security Council resolution condemning
Israel for its recent alleged attack on Damascus International Airport, Israeli officials
told the KAN News on Sunday. The strike caused serious damage to the airport and put
it out of commission for days.

[...]

“There is no turning back from that,” Zvi Magen, a research fellow at the Institute for
National Security Studies at Tel Aviv University, who was Israel’s ambassador to
Ukraine from 1993 to 1997 and ambassador to Russia from 1998 to 1999, told The
Media Line.

In addition to turning to the UNSC, the Kremlin also publicly criticized Israel last week
over the strike and summoned Israel’s ambassador to Russia, Alexander Ben Zvi, for
further clarifications.

“Since the start of the war [in Ukraine] there have been more and more incidents where
Russia complains about Israel and takes ‘unfriendly’ steps,” Magen said. “I think the
main reason is to ignite a crisis here in the Middle East by pushing Israel to respond or
by kindling a commotion on the international stage. The goal is to bring the world’s
attention away from Ukraine.”

Magen was referring to a series of recent public incidents in which the Kremlin has
publicly criticized Israel.
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