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Include Palestinians, EU in Israel-Jordan water-energy deal - opinion

These ideas and initiatives can provide the economic platform, fortified with sufficient
political ingredients, to reopen a high-level political dialogue between Jerusalem and
Brussels.

By Tiziana della Ragione, Oded Eran / Dec. 1, 2021

The new US-backed water-for-energy agreement between Israel and Jordan is a
significant contribution to the political stability of the region, to Jordan’s acute water
shortage, and to pushing forward the regional climate change.

The agreement is evidence of a renewed dialogue between the political leadership in
Jordan and lIsrael, a result most likely made possible by the political changes that have
occurred in the region since the normalization of ties with two Gulf states, Bahrain and
the United Arab Emirates, and the emergence of the new Israeli government.

The deal is premised on the creation of a balanced dependence — Israel’s dependence
on Jordan in importing solar energy and Jordan’s dependence on Israel in importing
desalinated seawater. Purchasing solar power from Jordan, where the availability of
renewable energy is greater and land and labor costs are lower, may indeed be the most
cost-effective way for Israel to meet its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), at
least as far as renewable energy is concerned. In fact, Israel has set its share of
renewable energy generation at 30% by 2030, a goal that still seems very ambitious,
considering that in 2020 alone it accounted for only 6.1%.

Tiziana della Ragione is a visiting research associate at the Institute for National
Security Studies (INSS) and a researcher at the Moshe Dayan Center (MDC) for
Middle Eastern and African Studies at Tel Aviv University. Oded Eran was Israel’s
ambassador to Jordan and the European Union and currently is a senior researcher at
the INSS.
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