Israel prepares for impact of US's likely return to Iran nuclear deal
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As efforts continue in Vienna to bring the United States back into the nuclear
deal with Iran, Israel sent a high-level delegation of intelligence and defence
officials to Washington last week to try to dissuade the US from returning to the
accord, while at the same time, it prepares for after it does.
[…]
“Although Netanyahu said that Israel isn’t bound by the agreement, I assume that the
meetings in Washington are taking place under the working premise that Israel
understands that the United States is returning to it. Otherwise it wouldn’t have made
sense to hold these talks while indirect negotiations are being held with Iran in Vienna”,
Eldad Shavit, a senior research fellow at Israel’s Institute for National Strategic
Studies (INSS) specialising in relations with the United States, told FRANCE 24 on
Sunday.
“It’s possible that Israel presented its reservations about the US returning to the
agreement, but more importantly, I imagine the delegation’s visit was intended to
produce some effective and good channels of communication with the new
administration,” Shavit said. “Things don’t simply end with the US re-entering the deal.
The Americans themselves said they wanted the deal to be a platform to achieve a
'longer and stronger' agreement, and I think in this context, Israel has a lot to
contribute.”
…
“I say it with regret, the Americans presented before us the difficulties in the
negotiations with Iran, but still, the estimates in Israel are that the sides will reach an
understanding in the coming weeks,” Erdan said. “There may be some disagreements
on how many sanctions [the US] will remove and how [Iran] will return to abide by the
agreement, but the Iranians have recognised that there is an overall desire to return to
the old nuclear deal signed at the time of Obama. We believe that returning to this bad
agreement is a mistake, even a significant one.”
…
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