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26 pro-regime combatants were killed early Monday morning in an Islamic State attack 

on a military patrol 

[…] 

It has been almost two years since former President Donald Trump claimed that “100%” 

of Syrian territory held by IS had been recaptured, yet in some areas of the Arab 

country, IS continues to be a concrete reality. “It is far from being finished business,” 

Yoram Schweitzer, a senior research fellow at the Institute for National Security 

Studies (INSS) and head of the Program on Terrorism and Low Intensity Conflict, told 

The Media Line. “If you follow the actions of what they call IS and the Salafi-jihadi 

[organizations] in the last year, you can see that they’re active,” he said, speaking about 

not only Syria but the entire region. “[IS] has disappeared into the heart of the desert, 

to lawless areas from which it continues to act, in Syria, in Iraq as well as in the Sinai 

Peninsula,” he said. 

The senior researcher called the present situation “a clear and glaring ticking time 

bomb”. He explained that there is a large number of Salafi jihadists in Syria, not all 

affiliated with IS. “This case of trained Salafi-jihadi militants and children that grew up 

in such an environment, without education, without alternatives, that will go out to the 

world as men, after being indoctrinated. … This is an issue that will explode.” 
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For full article: 

https://themedialine.org/top-stories/deadly-islamic-state-ambush-in-syria-goes-largely-

unnoticed-expert-warns-of-ticking-time-bomb/ 
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