€Y Routledge

g Taylor &Francis Group

Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs

ISSN: (Print) (Online) Journal homepage: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rifa20

The Abraham Accords: Immediate Significance and
Long-Term Implications

Yoel Guzansky & Zachary A. Marshall

To cite this article: Yoel Guzansky & Zachary A. Marshall (2020): The Abraham Accords:
Immediate Significance and Long-Term Implications, Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs, DOI:
10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861

ﬁ Published online: 30 Oct 2020.

N
CJ/ Submit your article to this journal

A
& View related articles &'

@ View Crossmark data (&

CrossMark

Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalinformation?journalCode=rifa20


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=rifa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rifa20
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861
https://doi.org/10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=rifa20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=rifa20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-10-30
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-10-30

Iorael Journal of Foreign Affairs, 2020 % Routledge
https://doi.org/10.1080/23739770.2020.1831861 Toorsfancs Group

W) Check for updates

The Abraham Accords: Immediate Significance
and Long-Term Implications

Yoel Guzansky and Zachary A. Marshall

Yoel Guzansky i a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Natwonal Security Studies
(INSS) at Tel Aviv University. He was a Visiting Fellow at Stanford University, lsrael
Inotitute Fellow, and a Fulbright Scholar. Dr. Guzansky previously served on lsrael’s
National Security Council in the Prime Ministers Office. Together with Clive Jones, he ts
the author of Fraternal Enemies: Israel and the Gulf Monarchies. Zachary
A. Marshall s a rescarch intern at the INSS and graduate ostudent at the
Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya. He previously worked on the congressional and
government affairs team at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in
Wadshington, DC, and verved as an intern with the US House of Representatives
Commilttee on Foreign Affairs.

On August 13, 2020, the United States, Israel, and the United Arab Emirates
issued a joint official announcement that Israel and the UAE would be embarking
on a political process of full normalization of relations.! A month later, on Septem-
ber 11, Bahrain joined the Emiratis by announcing its intention to normalize
relations with Israel, also facilitated by the US. The timing of the so-called
Abraham Accords may have come as a total surprise to many; however, the
formal announcements only serve to bring the incremental progress in bilateral
relations between Israel and several Arab Gulf states since the turn of this
century into plain view. Formalization of these prospective alliances makes com-
plete sense as a “tacit security regime”” in light of shared and overlapping con-
cerns—both regarding Iran and Islamic extremists and mounting uncertainties
about future US strategy and engagement in the Middle East.’

Rooted in the post-Oslo 1990s, the Israel-UAE relationship was one of mutual
concealment until the current shift toward institutional recognition. This upgraded
relationship, in addition to normalization with Bahrain and burgeoning ties with
other Gulf states such as Oman and Saudi Arabia, can best be described as the
product of quiet diplomacy that has been taking place “just below the surface”
for some years now.” Pragmatic contacts and businesslike dealings have been
developing progressively and in a number of sometimes overlapping tracks: secur-
ity/intelligence, economics/trade, and, more recently, a public channel that includes
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