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Chatter about attack in kingdom highlights delicate balance in Saudi rulers’ plans for 

national reforms 

How likely is it that followers of the Islamic State (ISIS) will heed its call on social media for 

attacks on Saudi oil pipelines and other infrastructure after the kingdom allowed planes en route 

to and from Israel to cross its territory? 

The cryptic audio message on the Telegram messaging platform earlier this month called for 

retaliation for Saudi support for the United Arab Emirates’ and Bahrain’s normalization of ties 

with Israel. 

While Middle East experts do not have a crystal ball, they are skeptical that this appeal will 

lead to something bigger. 

“ISIS is ‘whistling in the dark.’ They have lost their equipment and the services of their 

formerly numerous volunteers,” Dr. Oded Eran, a senior researcher at the Institute for 

National Security Studies in Tel Aviv, told The Media Line. 

He was referring to the war against Islamic State, in which it lost its last swathe of territory, in 

the Syrian town of Baghouz. In March 2019. 

[…] 

 

“We are witnessing activity of remnants of an [ISIS] empire while on the other hand, they [ISIS] 

are banking on the strength of some Muslim tribes in northern Saudi Arabia close to the area in 

Iraq where the Islamic State existed,” Eran said. 

 

 

 

For full article: 

https://themedialine.org/by-region/islamic-state-threatens-saudi-arabia-after-allies-

normalize-ties-with-israel/ 
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