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NATO sets up talks in search for solution to Turkey-Greece conflict

Menekse Tokyay / Sep. 5, 2020

ANKARA: NATO has taken the initiative to reconcile Turkey and Greece over their
spat in the Eastern Mediterranean, but tensions are still running high and experts are
skeptical about any immediate outcome.
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“The current crisis between Turkey and Greece has similarities to the 1974, 1987 and
1996 crises between the countries and hence, while there is clearly a chance for
escalation, these two countries also have a record of limiting the level of violence
between them,” Gallia Lindenstrauss, senior research fellow at the Institute for
National Security Studies in Israel, told Arab News.

According to Lindenstrauss, the matter of delimitation of exclusive economic zones
(EEZ) will be tackled at some point through negotiations, but the question is whether
the sides are ready yet for serious talks.

Athens delivered a letter on Turkey’s activities in the Aegean and the Eastern
Mediterranean to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Friday, requesting him to
submit it to the Security Council.

“It seems that the Greek side is still holding to its past positions and that Turkey is using
this crisis for a larger agenda than just the legal dispute. Hence, even if the sides will
move to negotiations, I would not expect them to achieve more than partial delimitation,
if anything,” Lindenstrauss said.
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