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Former Israeli president Peres had a dream of a new Middle East, as a peaceful and successful region. 

Indeed, we can see currently a very different Middle East, but it came out not exactly according to his 

vision.  

If in the past, this area was dominated by Arab national states, today, the non-Arab states, mainly Iran, 

Turkey and Israel, became the prominent actors, dictating the regional agenda. Alongside with them, 

Islamism becomes additional regional significant actor.  

In current environment, there is a bitter confrontation for regional hegemony between those three actors: 

Arab world, non – Arab states and Islamic movement, all based on historical, geopolitical and ideological 

roots, a confrontation which turns the Middle East into central political arena for main global actors. 

Regarding the Arab world, in the past it was customary to refer to the Middle East and the Arab world 

as virtually the same. Last decades sow the new Arab states, created by European powers, engaged in 

dynamic regional activity. These were times of creation and promotion of a pan - Arabian concept and a 

competition for its leadership.  
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