
 

 

Is Iraq the New Front Line in Israel’s Conflict with Iran? 

Nearly four decades after taking out Saddam Hussein’s nuclear reactor, Israel 

once again faces threats emanating from Iranian-backed militias in Iraq. 

 

By Amos Yadlin, Ari Heistein /  August 27, 2019, 9:18 AM  

Israel’s 1981 airstrike on the Osirak nuclear reactor in Iraq was historic in that it set the 

precedent for what became known as the “Begin Doctrine.” Named for then-Israeli Prime 

Minister Menachem Begin, it mandated that Israel prevent a hostile state calling for its 

annihilation from acquiring nuclear weapons.  

The plan in 1981 was to keep the strike secret, and Israel was not to take responsibility. But 

it was only weeks before Israeli elections, and taking credit proved too tempting for Begin. 

The Israeli operation aroused considerable irritation in Washington, and the U.S. response 

was to condemn the strike and embargo the delivery of a third F-16 squadron to Israel. 

Now, 38 years later, it appears Israel has once again carried out an attack on Iraqi territory. 

The Aug. 20 strike near Balad air base in Iraq was the fourth in a series of recent explosions 

on bases controlled by Iranian-backed Iraqi militias. 

The Aug. 20 strike near Balad air base in Iraq was the fourth in a series of recent explosions 

on bases controlled by Iranian-backed Iraqi militias. 

The explosions have targeted Iranian missile shipments as well as upgrade kits for advanced 

guidance. The rest of the incidents remain unattributed.  
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For full article: 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/08/27/is-iraq-the-new-front-line-in-israels-conflict-with-iran/ 
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