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Iran's Nuclear Archives Must Not Be Ignored

Tehran's nuclear ambitions, which are documented in archives, can only be delayed
through insistent inspection activity by the international community.

by Emily B. Landau Ephraim Asculai / March 28, 2019

In her March 5, 2019, statement to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Board of Governors on the subject of monitoring and inspection in Iran, U.S.
Ambassador Jackie Wolcott stated that “[t]he United States welcomes the Director
General’s February 22 report on verification and monitoring in Iran. We once again
extend our appreciation to the Director General, and . . . [his] staff for their continued
dedication in carrying out their responsibilities in Iran. . . . The Director General’s
thorough reporting on Iran’s nuclear activities remains essential for the Board to
continue accurately assessing Iran’s implementation of its safeguards obligations and
nuclear commitments.”

Unfortunately, the implication of this statement is misleading. IAEA inspections are
taking place, but only in facilities that have been pre-declared to the IAEA and are
mentioned in the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) or Iran Deal. The IAEA
IS trying to avoid provoking Iran by not making requests regarding facilities and
activities that became known to the IAEA through information received from outside
sources—certainly not from the treasure trove of information about Iran’s military
nuclear plans that is contained in the Iran nuclear archives, which Israel took from the
heart of Iran and made available to the IAEA in early 2018.

Emily Landau and Ephraim Asculai are senior research fellows at the Institute for
National Security Studies (INSS).

For full article:

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/middle-east-watch/irans-nuclear-archives-must-not-be-
ignored-49522
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