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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

EUROPE - US

France’s Macron turns away from Trump in laying out roadmap

Macron's speech focused on strengthening the EU to face today’s challenges rather
than counting on the US support and security. Macron also urged Trump not to place
tariffs on European steel and aluminum. [The Washington Post, August 27, 2018]

German foreign minister calls for revamp of EU-US ties

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas called for Europe to reshape its relationship
with the US, saying the two sides had been drifting apart even before Trump’s
presidency and urged the EU to play a bigger global role. [Politico, August 22, 2018]

EUROPE - RUSSIA

It's time for realism in EU-Russia ties: France's Macron

French President Emmanuel Macron urged the EU to modernize its post-Cold War
ties with Russia and pursue “strategic relations” with Russia that brings stability,
strength and coherency. [Reuters, August 30, 2018]

Kurz reaffirms commitment to EU after shock Putin wedding invitation

Austrian Chancellor has been forced to reaffirm his country’s commitment to the EU
and said “Our position in Europe did not change because of a wedding, our foreign
policy towards Russia is clear and we are committed to all the EU's decisions.”
[Express, August 22, 2018]

EUROPE - EAST ASSIA

EU ends trade controls on Chinese solar panels

The EU will end restrictions on the sale of solar panels from China in a move that
would increase the bloc’s supply of renewable energy and lead to a flood of cheap
imports. [Reuters, August 31, 2018]



https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/frances-macron-turns-away-from-trump-in-laying-out-roadmap/2018/08/27/ded1d9e4-aa3d-11e8-9a7d-cd30504ff902_story.html?utm_term=.58099e61e8d2
https://www.politico.eu/article/heiko-maas-german-foreign-minister-revamp-eu-us-ties/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-france-finland-defense-russia/france-says-eu-needs-strategic-relationship-with-russia-on-defense-idUSKCN1LF0UP
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1007083/austrian-chancellor-sebastian-kurz-vladimir-putin-wedding-invitation-cossack-choir
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-china-trade/eu-ends-trade-controls-on-chinese-solar-panels-idUSKCN1LG1QM

UK China dairy deal 'important for Northern Ireland'

The deal, valued at almost £240m over five years, was secured as China approves
imports of dairy products made in the UK, such as milk powder, cream and yoghurt.
Northern Ireland is likely to be the main beneficiary of this deal. [BBC, August 23,
2018]

EUROPE - MIDDLE EAST

British Airways and Air France to halt flights to Tehran

British Airways ("as the operation is currently not commercially viable™) and Air
France (“the line's weak performance™) have said they will halt direct flights to
Tehran, months after Trump announced plans to reimpose sanctions on Iran.
[Deutsche Welle, August 24, 2018]

Muhammad cartoon contest in Netherlands sparks Pakistan protests

Thousands protest in Pakistan to demand Imran Khan’s new government sever
diplomatic ties with the Netherlands over a “blasphemous” cartoon competition and
Islamist leader says ‘only jihad’ is sufficient to punish ‘blasphemous’ Wilders stunt.
[The Guardian, August 29, 2018]

EUROPE - ISRAEL

Baltic leaders affirm support for two-state solution after meeting Netanyahu

Despite Netanyahu's claim that the trip's goal is to change EU approach to Israel, the
prime ministers of the three Baltic nations expressed their support for the two-state
solution to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. [Haaretz, August 24, 2018]

Arab Israeli MKs said set to appeal to EU to oppose Jewish nation-state law

Arab Israeli lawmakers are set to hold a series of meetings with Foreign Policy Chief
Federica Mogherini and various foreign ministers and ambassadors, and urge them to
oppose the controversial nation-state law and pressure Israel to repeal it. [The Times
of Israel, August 31, 2018]

INTERNAL AFFAIRS

EU POLITICS

Brexit: Raab and Barnier claim progress but no Irish breakthrough

Both sides in Brexit talks say progress is being made on issues of security, judicial
and defense co-operation but without any breakthrough on the Irish border,
intellectual property, data protection and the role of the European Court of Justice.
[BBC, August 31, 2018]

Matteo Salvini and Viktor Orban to form anti-migration front

The Italian interior minister and the Hungarian prime minister have said they are
“walking down the same path”, change Europe’s commission, protect their borders
and fight pro-migrant policies supported by Macron and Soros. [The Guardian,
August 28, 2018]



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-45281006
https://www.dw.com/en/british-airways-air-france-to-halt-flights-to-tehran/a-45203109
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/aug/29/muhammad-cartoon-contest-netherlands-geert-wilders-pakistan-protests
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-baltic-leaders-affirm-support-for-two-state-solution-1.6411974
https://www.timesofisrael.com/arab-israelis-said-to-appeal-to-eu-to-oppose-jewish-nation-state-law/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-45363827
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/aug/28/matteo-salvini-viktor-orban-anti-migrant-plan-brussels

Macron warns far-right alliance of Salvini and Orban

Macron has portrayed himself as the nemesis of Europe’s far-right politicians, after
Salvini and Orban pledged to work together to obstruct his European agenda on
migration and said that "If they see me as their main opponent, they're right.”
[Independent, August 29, 2018]

Poland gets brash as top EU Court starts weighing justice revamp

Poland’s government showed its brash attitude toward the EU, saying it was ready to
defy a fundamental principle and ignore a decision of the European Court of Justice if
it rules against a sweeping revamp of the justice system. [Bloomberg, August 27,
2018]

Former German intelligence chief warns against sharing secrets with Austria

The warning comes amid growing fears over the close links between senior Austrian
ministers and Russia and the police raid on the headquarters of Austria’s BVT
domestic intelligence agency earlier this year. [The Telegraph, August 22, 2018]

Serbia and Kosovo presidents broach border changes for historic deal

The presidents of Serbia and Kosovo seek to calm fears in the EU that border changes
could lead to demands for other borders to be redrawn in the Balkans and reignite
ethnic violence and call on the EU to provide crucial support for their efforts.
[Politico, August 27, 2018]

EU to recommend end to changing clocks twice a year

Consultation finds more than 80% of EU citizens against biannual time changes and
any practice of changing the clocks would need approval from national governments
and the European parliament to become law. [The Guardian, August 31, 2018]

DOMESTIC POLITICS

Merkel slams far-right violence in Chemnitz, Seehofer and AfD more muted

Many high-ranking German politicians joined Chancellor Merkel in issuing a blanket
condemnation of racism and violence. However, anti-immigration voices in the
corridors of power were less vehement. [Deutsche Welle, August 28, 2018]

Minister of the Environment Nicolas Hulot announces he is leaving the government
French environment minister announced he is resigning from his position citting the
delays and lack of sufficient environmental progress. [Le Figaro, August 28, 2018]

Giuseppe Conte threatens to resign over the actions of his populist deputies

Italian prime minister was contemplating his resignation as the populist coalition that
elevated him to power grew increasingly unruly and magistrates pursued one of his
deputies, Matteo Salvini and Luigi Di Maio. [The Sunday Times, August 31, 2018]

Theresa May indicates she would fight a Boris Johnson leadership bid

Theresa May indicated she would seek to fight off any leadership challenge from
Boris Johnson and suggested she would lead the Conservatives into the next general
election as she repeated a promise to lead the party “for the long term.” [The
Guardian, August 28, 2018]



https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/macron-immigration-orban-salvini-europe-opponent-right-a8513416.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-27/poland-ready-to-defy-eu-and-ignore-bloc-s-court-deputy-pm-says
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/08/22/former-german-intelligence-chief-warns-against-sharing-secrets/
https://www.politico.eu/article/aleksandar-vucic-hashim-thaci-serbia-kosovo-balkans-eu-enlargement-alpbach-forum/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/aug/31/eu-recommend-member-states-abolish-daylight-saving-time
https://www.dw.com/en/merkel-slams-far-right-violence-in-chemnitz-seehofer-and-afd-more-muted/a-45260873
http://www.lefigaro.fr/politique/le-scan/2018/08/28/25001-20180828ARTFIG00066-le-ministre-de-l-ecologie-nicolas-hulot-annonce-qu-il-quitte-le-gouvernement.php
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/italian-prime-minister-looks-at-quitting-over-the-actions-of-his-populist-deputies-pczw5s80p
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/aug/28/theresa-may-indicates-she-would-fight-a-boris-johnson-leadership-bid

Pressure builds on PM to take stand against independence symbols in Catalonia

The conservative Popular Party and center-right Ciudadanos have called on the
government to ban the public display of pro-independence symbols in Catalonia as the
symbols “insult democracy and the rule of law.” [El Pais, August 28, 2018]

Parties deadlocked ahead of September Swedish election

Sweden’s main center-left and center-right political blocs are running virtually neck-
and-neck just days ahead of an election dominated by worries over immigration and
surging support for the populist Sweden Democrats. [Reuters, August 30, 2018]

JEWISH COMMUNITIES

Corbyn's comments most offensive since Enoch Powell “rivers of blood” speech
Jonathan Sacks, the former UK's chief rabbi, has called Jeremy Corbyn an antisemite
who has given support to racists, terrorists and dealers of hate who want to kill Jews
and remove Israel from the map. [The Guardian, August 28, 2018]

Holocaust memorials in Estonia defaced with anti-Semitic graffiti

Monuments for Holocaust victims at Kalevi-Liiva in Estonia were defaced with anti-
Semitic slogans and symbols and also damaged with a blowtorch. [Haaretz, August
25, 2018]



https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/08/28/inenglish/1535444218_351978.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-sweden-election-poll/parties-deadlocked-ahead-of-september-swedish-election-poll-idUSKCN1LF1AM
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/aug/28/corbyns-comments-most-offensive-since-enoch-powell-says-ex-chief-rabbi
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/holocaust-memorials-in-estonia-defaced-with-anti-semitic-graffiti-1.6412601

