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Israel’s proven ability to locate and destroy tunnels undermines the rationale of the 

enemy system (including both Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad) whereby attack 

tunnels are a strategic and psychological tool par excellence. Despite the pressure to 

respond to Israel’s destruction of the Gaza tunnel because of the many casualties, it 

seems that Hamas does not want escalation at a time that it is focused on 

implementing the reconciliation agreement with Fatah. As a military escalation with 

Israel would hurt Hamas, the organization will therefore try to restrain the other 

organizations, and if there is a response it will likely be limited. For its part, Israel 

must both preserve its strong deterrence and prevent escalation. In this setting, Israel 

should assess the reconciliation process between Hamas and the Palestinian Authority 

and consider its possible contribution to stability in the Gaza Strip. While the chances 

of success are slim, the very existence of such a process may serve Israel’s strategic 

interests and enable the shaping of a reality that is more convenient for both Israel and 

the Gaza Strip population. 
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For full article, see: 
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