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Iran Is Pushing Israel and the Gulf Closer Together
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The past years have seen positive winds blowing from the Gulf states toward Israel, in
particular from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. These states are signaling
their willingness—fueled by a common interest in confronting Iran—to step up
cooperation with Israel, including elevating it to the public domain.

The new willingness of these states to explore expanded cooperation with Israel can
be scrutinized and assessed in terms of its possible implications in three different
contexts:

e As a platform that can help achieve a grand bargain for peace between Israel
and the Palestinians;

e In terms of Israel-Gulf cooperation per se, and resulting normalization of
relations with Israel;

e And as a vehicle for encouraging the establishment of new regional dialogue
frameworks in the Middle East, on topics of common interest.

Analysts and political figures have been assessing the emerging trends from different
perspectives and with these different objectives in mind. The prism through which

new offers of cooperation to Israel are assessed influences whether they are viewed
more as a viable opportunity, or an unrealistic pipe dream.
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