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Hassan Rouhani’s reelection as president of Iran by an impressive margin was not a
given. There were good reasons for suspecting he might be defeated. He had tough,
powerful opponents, such as the radical wing of the regime, including the
Revolutionary Guards, and the religious establishment. The Basij militias, subordinate
to the Revolutionary Guards, could have exploited their widespread deployment in the
country to bring masses to the ballot boxes. As is his wont, Supreme Leader
Khamenei did not express explicit support for any of the candidates, but expressed
displeasure with some aspects of Rouhani’s policy. According to common
assessments, he supported the conservative candidate Ibrahim Raisi. Moreover, while
the signing of the nuclear agreement, which most of the public supported, as did
Khamenei, was mostly attributed to Rouhani, the president was roundly criticized by
his rivals for failing to lift all the sanctions, and improve the economic conditions.
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