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In its third year, the Islamic State suffered imiag military defeats and found itself in
steady retreat. Nonetheless, in its fourth year,stamic State is likely to continue to be
a focus of the international public debate aboet war against global terrorism. The
explosion caused by Islamic State combatants irGtteat Mosque of al-Nuri, where the
self-proclaimed caliph, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, deted his historic inaugural sermon to
Islamic State fighters in 2014, is a good reflettad the Islamic State’s dire straits, and
at the same time underscores its intention to seathdand destruction and thereby exact
a heavy price before its demise. Although the mesoaf collapse has intensified, its
ultimate duration is unclear, because the IslaneteSstill has a strong military presence
and much ideological influence in various areathefMiddle East and beyond, and even
has the potential capability to return to somehs &reas from which it was expelled.
Thus at the close of three years since the annowsteof the Islamic State, it is clear
that al-Baghdadi’'s gamble in declaring his estalotient of an Islamic empire has failed,
but his influence on the Salafi-jihad movement lie tMiddle East theater and other
regions has grown.

Despite the failure of its ambition to establisheav Islamic empire, the Islamic State has
succeeded in rejuvenating the Salafi-jihad movemaiter it appeared that the terrorist
threat posed by the movement had passed, or atweasd. With the commencement of
the Arab Spring events less than a decade afteé8d¢peember 11, 2001 attack, followed
by the killing of Bin Laden and many of the leaderfsal-Qaeda and its affiliates, it
appeared to many, including more than a few Weskeaders, that the Salafi-jihad
movement, led by al-Qaeda, had suffered a cribtmlk and was in strategic retreat. The
appearance of the Islamic State, however, fostaredw belligerent spirit among many
young Muslims. The basis for al-Baghdadi’'s declaratof the establishment of the
Islamic State reflected his belief that the gedpali circumstances that sparked the
upheaval in the Middle East enabled realizatiothefvision of a new Islamic caliphate.
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The Islamic State leaders chose to base the Isl&tate on flagrant, public, and

widespread terrorism, in direct affront to univénsalues and norms, against their many
opponents in Arab and Muslim countries, Westernntiwes, and even their former

partners in al-Qaeda and its allies in the Salafig movement. The brutality committed

by the Islamic State, including mass execution$iebdings, and ethnic cleansing of
minorities, broadcast on the social networks asqfats widespread propaganda, created
a smokescreen for al-Qaeda and its affiliates, liley used to recruit many new

operatives to their ranks, and even extended #otivity to new theaters.

The formation of an international coalition in tvar against the terrorist entity founded
by al-Baghdadi culminated in the current situationyhich the Islamic State has lost a
large part of the territories that it previouslyngoered, and many of its senior leaders —
apparently including al-Baghdadi himself, accordtogeports — have been eliminated.
Whether or not al-Baghdadi survived a recent attacRussian warplanes, it is clear that
his fate is sealed. Yet even without Caliph al-Bigh, the wider Salafi-jihad camp
includes the Islamic State throughout the MiddlstEand the combatants of the terrorist
organizations that accepted its sponsorship incAfrthe Maghreb, southern and central
Asia, and Southeast Asia, as well as al-Qaedatanghrtners. At this stage, all of these
groups have profited, because they have grown mbeus and have strengthened their
grip on extensive geographic areas in various regiof the world. This buildup has
taken place against a background of the destatidizaf regimes, the loss of legitimacy
among national leaders, and these leaders’ difficid enforcing their rule in their
countries.

The Islamic State, which acted in the name of akadd ideology, found its way to the
hearts of many Muslims — even more than those vdtbjbined the ranks of al-Qaeda.
This occurred not only in the Muslim countries, o in the West in general, and
particularly in Europe. European countries havenbieeed with waging an intensive
struggle on their home territory against terrorisrativated by a philosophy identified
primarily with the Islamic State, which uses teilsor and constitutes a source of
inspiration for terrorism carried out in its nameai number of channels. The first of these
channels is terrorism initiated, managed, and edwout by the Islamic State. The second
is terrorism managed remotely by European opemsitiveo migrated to the Islamic State
and joined its ranks, and who encourage local uekns in Europe and send them to
launch terrorist acts in its name. The third igdasm carried out by those living in
Europe who have never migrated to the Islamic Siajeined its ranks, but are inspired
by it and ascribe their terrorist activity to ittoaf a feeling of identification. This
campaign of terrorism is based on many hundredSusbpean citizens who are born
Muslims or converts to Islam, and is expected tatiooie in the coming years. Its success
or lack thereof, which will determine to a greatest the Islamic State’s ability to remain
in Western public consciousness, depends mainltherability of the intelligence and
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security services in Western countries to thwaetldtamic State’s acts of terrorism and
cooperation with its allies outside Europe.

Despite the bitter personal and inter-organizaticoaflict between the Islamic State and
its partners on the one hand and al-Qaeda andfilistas on the other, and the disputes
concerning the correct strategy for realizing tls@iared vision of establishing the Islamic
caliphate, as expressed in venomous rhetoricalasggs and sometimes also in violent
clashes between the two sides, what they havenmmam is still much greater than what
separates them. Furthermore, it is likely that lees international pressure against the
Islamic State and al-Qaeda increases, the chafi@esapprochement between them will
also grow. The deaths of Islamic State leadergjcp#arly Caliph Baghdadi! whose
successor can fill a functional role, but will re@mmand the same spiritual authority
raises the possibility that all the organizationsthe Salafi-jjhad camp will combine
forces. Therefore, although a formal reunion betw#e Islamic State and al-Qaeda
appears unrealistic, local ad hoc cooperation betvggoups and terrorist networks, and
even more, movement of operatives or organizeds wagtoss and within the various
groups identified with this ideology, can certaibly expected.

Against this background, the challenge facing titernational coalition formed in order
to defeat the Islamic State remains intact. Thgestd halting its advance, eliminating the
territorial contiguity it achieved in its early yma and uprooting its rule may have
reached an advanced stage, but the necessity \@npireg it from regaining its strength
and weakening the entire Salafi-jjhad camp is il supreme importance. The
international coalition against terrorism must #fere aim at achieving the following
goals:

a. The complete uprooting of the Islamic State fitsvbases in Mosul and western Iraq,
and in Syria, mainly in Deir ez-Zor and al-Raqqgkhs also essential to take advantage
of the momentum to remove the Islamic State frobyaiand other regions in which it
has a presence, and to sever the connections lretiveled local terrorist organizations
outside the Middle East.

b. Preventing the Islamic State from reestablishisgf in places from which it has been
driven out.

c. Strengthening local groups and helping themileépiollowing the destruction and the
physical and psychological harm to the populatidghdted by the Islamic State.

d. Extending the momentum of the struggle agaihQa®da and the affiliates that have
gained strength in recent years and are eagerctaitréo their ranks surviving Islamic
state members looking for an alternative orgaronai framework in order to continue a
violent jihad.
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e. Halting planned terrorist operations in the Wasted at sowing fear among the public
and causing governmental destabilization, whilesoay friction between citizens and

Muslim communities and generating hope among Splefd supporters that their

actions and ambitions to reestablish the Islamiplcate are not in vain. Preventing

catastrophic terrorist attacks liable to drag thesWrn countries into a large scale
military response against the perpetrators and stgns of the terrorist attacks is

particularly important. Such a response is liablelay into the terrorists’ hands, because
it will justify claims that the West is deliberaggblotting against Islam.

In order to progress toward these goals, econgmitjcal, and diplomatic efforts should
be made in the countries participating in the cagrpagainst terrorism and confronting
the jihad movement. Leaders should be encouragptefer a policy of cooperation and
containment over a policy of exclusion of variousv@ments in their societies. Such a
policy is likely to help reduce the motivation abyng people to use violence and curb
their exploitation by external groups seeking tepire terrorist activity and cause
destabilization.

In recent years, the Middle East has been an irapbtieater for violent friction between
the global and regional powers seeking to enhaheg tnfluence in the region. The
campaign against the Islamic State in particula against terrorism in general is also
part of the competition between them, and is wagdtie framework of their efforts to
promote their respective particular interests. éltgh it appears that the danger of the
Islamic State’s expansion has passed, there shmuldo letup in the combined effort
against it. The rise of the Islamic State in theneaof the Salafi-jihad movement has
again revealed the danger inherent in the ideolbgyguides that movement. In order to
prevent the strengthening of this movement, whaseet are spread throughout the
world, and to avoid a disastrous error, as occumdtie past in the campaign against al-
Qaeda and its affiliates, when it appeared that#mepaign had fulfilled its goals, a sober
understanding is required of the intention of tlfaaf-jihad movement to temporarily
suspend the caliphate idea, and replace it witlesit@blishment of emirates in territories
where the movement has a presence and there agngxproblems with national
government structures. Therefore, in addition tibeused military campaign against
organizations, networks, and activists who are phthis ideological movement, action
involving close international cooperation in pal#i, economic, diplomatic, legal, and
educational aspects should be taken, in order ¢vept the threat of terrorism by this
movement from reappearing and expanding.



