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An Intelligence Civil War:  

“HUMINT’” vs. “TECHINT”

Matthew Crosston and Frank Valli

Since 9/11, intelligence has evolved within a changing atmosphere 

of modern tactics and techniques for information collection. 

This atmosphere, coupled with massive leaps in technological 

advancement such as social media, mobile communications, 

processing analytics, large-form solid-state data storage, novel 

computational hardware, and software equipment, has thrust 

intelligence communities around the world into a strange new world 

of multi-dimensional intelligence. While science and technology 

and human capability both remain valuable facets of the same 

overlapping intelligence construct, there is an emerging trend of 

diametrically opposed camps pushing for one method over the 

other. This article explains how in terms of field application and 

intelligence information processing and analysis, both HUMINT 

and TECHINT could be maximized by the elimination of forced 

rivalry and by the encouragement of mutual cooperation that is 

currently lacking. 
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Science and Technology: Collection and Information

has its critics: 
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TECHINT vs. HUMINT: The Policy Angle
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De Facto Fusion in the Middle East
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Notes
The Intelligence Community and Science and 

Technology: The Challenge of the New S&T Landscape 

 

US News & World Report

Aerospace Daily & Defense Report

NPR

Final Report of The Commission on the Intelligence 

Capabilities of the United States Regarding Weapons of Mass Destruction 

The Future of American Intelligence

Brown Journal of World Affairs



82

C
yb
er
, I
n
te
ll
ig
en
ce
, a
n
d
 S
ec
u
ri
ty
  |

  V
ol

um
e 

1 
 | 

 N
o.

 1
  |

  J
an

ua
ry

 2
01

7 
MATTHEW CROSSTON AND FRANK VALLI  |  AN INTELLIGENCE CIVIL WAR: “HUMINT’” VS. “TECHINT” 

The Human Factor: Inside the CIA’s Dysfunctional Intelligence 

Culture

USA PATRIOT Improvement And Reauthorization 

Act of 2005

 

Signal, 

Global Intelligence: The World’s Secret Service 

Today

National Journal

New Eastern Outlook

Geo-Strategy Direct, 

Geo-Strategy Direct, 

Defence Review Asia 3, 


