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During Operation Kadesh in 1956, he commanded an infantry brigade which
saw action in the Gaza Strip. He then joined the Armor Corps, where he
became brigade commander, deputy chief and, in 1961, chief of the Armor
Corps. During this period he took an active part in border incidents with Syria,
and made a major contribution to the organization and combat doctrine of
the Corps. In late 1964 he was appointed OC Northern Command, where
he served until the end of 1969. During these five years he commanded IDF
forces in numerous incidents on the Syrian border, and in the campaign to
protect Israel's water sources. In the Six-Day War he directed the conquest
of Samaria and the Golan Heights. From late 1969 to late 1971 he was
General Staff chief of operations. On January 1, 1972 he was appointed
the IDF's ninth chief of staff.

Dado commanded the IDF during the Yom Kippur War, and conducted the
war brilliantly. Several months after the war ended in a military victory and
the signing of a separation of forces agreement with Egypt, he was obliged
to resign his post, owing to the findings of the Agranat Commission. He
felt he had been grievously wronged.

As a civilian he served for two years as chairman of the board of directors of
Zim, the national shipping company.

Dado expressed little open criticism at the injustice dealt him, bearing it in
silence until he succumbed to a coronary on April 15, 1976. Multitudes of
Israelis from all walks of life and all parts of the country loved and respected
him; they too felt he had been judged unfairly.

From the Negev to the Galilee, a variety of projects have been initiated in
his memory.

R.Z.
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