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For other uses, see Zionism (disambiguation).
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Zionisml®! is an ethnocultural nationalist!”! movement that emerged in late 19th-century Europe;

it primarily seeks to establish and support a Jewish homeland through the colonization of
Palestine,[?! which corresponds to the Land of Israel in Judaism and is central to Jewish

history.l¥) Zionists wanted to create a Jewish state in Palestine with as much land, as many

Jews, and as few Palestinian Arabs as pu:vss:ible.“1

Zionism initially emerged in Central and Eastern Europe as a secular nationalist movement in
the late 19th century, in reaction to newer waves of antisemitism and in response to the
Haskalah, or Jewish Enlightenment.[)€] The arrival of Zionist settlers to Palestine during this
period is widely seen as the start of the |sraeli—Palestinian conflict. The Zionist claim to Palestine
was based on the notion that the Jews' historical right to the land outweighed that of the Arabs.[”]
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Zionism

Zionism is the Jewish movement for self-determination and the establishment of a homeland in the Land of Israel

(Eretz Yisrael)—the national movement of the Jewish people.”“z] Formalized by Theodor Herzl, a Jewish Austro-

Hungarian journalist who published Der Judenstaat in 1896 and convened the First Zionist Congress in 1897, the
movement adopted the Basel Program, which stated: "Zionism seeks to establish a home for the Jewish people in
Eretz-Israel secured under public law."®!#! Key efforts included organized immigration (aliyah), legal land
purchases from absentee owners, institution-building such as kibbutzim and the Histadrut labor federation, and
the revival of Hebrew as a modern language under figures like Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, transforming a dispersed
diaspora population into a self-sustaining society capable of defense and governance.®! These initiatives secured

international recognition via the 1917 Balfour Declaration and the League of Nations Mandate, culminating in the

United Nations partition resolution of 1947 and Israel's declaration of independence in 1948, followed by victory in

the War of Independence against invading Arab armies. °/ [ Zionism's success in creating a thriving state

absorbing millions of Jewish refugees from Europe and Arab countries represents its defining achievement,
fostering technological, economic, and military prowess despite resource scarcity. ®! However, it provoked
sustained Arab opposition, rooted in fears of demographic displacement and formalized in rejections of
compromise proposals like the Peel Commission and UN partition, escalating into cycles of violence including the

1920 Nabi Musa riots, 1929 riots, 1936-1939 Arab Revolt, and subsequent wars.” Bl While mainstream academic

and media narratives often frame Zionism through lenses of colonialism—despite its basis in indigenous return

and voluntary land transactions rather than conquest or exploitation—primary records show Arab leaders

prioritizing maximalist claims over coexistence, contributing causally to protracted conflict. !
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